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CITY CITY
Austin bars earn $70 million in March City uses pay-to-park 
app to serve 
Austin areaAustin’s local bars, clubs 
and other mixed beverage 
establishments brought in 
about 2 percent more in 
total alcohol sales for the 
month of March compared 
to last year, according to re-
cent tax data from the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office.
The 2 percent is from the 
March 2016 total of $70 mil-
lion — which is 6.7 percent 
of each establishment’s gross 
tax receipt — compared to 
the $68 million from March 
2015, according to a data 
analysis from the Austin 
American-Statesman.
With South by Southwest 
Festival activities, Rodeo 
Austin, Texas Relays and 
other big events, March is 
the busiest month in alcohol 
sales for many of Austin’s 
bars and nightlife venues, 
according to Kevin Lyons, 
press secretary for the comp-
troller’s office.
Symon’s Burger Joint, 
which opened in the new 
Urban Outfitter’s expan-
sion last November, had its 
first taste of the sales boom 
brought on by March fes-
tivities, assistant manager 
Christopher Arias said.
“I would say March was 
our biggest month for alco-
hol, bar none,” Arias said.
For this year’s SXSW, Sy-
mon’s hosted day-long con-
certs for four days, noon to 9 
p.m., with a total of 32 bands 
performing over the entire 
week.
“There was actually no 
By Forrest Milburn
@forrestmilburn
Mary Pistorius | Daily Texan Staff
The Local Pub & Patio stands on Guadalupe Street, a popu-
lar spot for students. BARS page 2
Austinites wishing to park in 
public spaces throughout the 
city can now pay using their 
smartphones, following a suc-
cessful pilot program of a pay-
to-park app in the West Cam-
pus area.
Nearly two weeks ago, the 
city chose to expand ParkX, a 
smartphone application that 
allows users to pay for parking 
remotely and covers all city-
owned metered parking spaces 
throughout Austin.
The application began in 
March as a pilot program in 
West Campus. City officials 
tested the app on students, 
the demographic most likely 
to test the app before its offi-
cial release, according to Steve 
Grassfield, parking enterprise 
manager for the city. 
“That’s normally a good 
place for us to test things, espe-
cially an app,” Grassfield said. 
“If there were any issues or 
problems we might encounter, 
the students would help us pick 
up on those.”
After signing up for the app, 
users type in their locations 
— based on the zoning num-
ber and parking space — and 
select the amount of time they 
would like to reserve the space 
for, according to the ParkX 
website. The app also sends 
an alert warning the user that 
their reservation is five minutes 
from expiring and allows them 
to add to their time if necessary.
Grassfield said officials 
heard no complaints from stu-
dents living in the West Cam-
pus area, with many app users 
praising the convenience of 
By Forrest Milburn
@forrestmilburn
CAMPUS
National Parks Service brings nature to campus
Sergio Cavazos is 5 feet 10 
inches tall. But for a couple 
of moments, he became one 
with nature, turning into a 
307-foot-tall redwood tree. 
“It was a dream turned into 
reality,” government junior 
Cavazos said. “We don’t ever 
see anything projected on the 
tower; it’s very rare.” 
To celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of the National Park 
Service (NPS), founded in 
1916, NPS turned UT students 
and other guests into redwood 
trees projected onto the tower 
through interactive motion 
sensor technology. Waving 
their arms up and down and 
from side to side, participants 
transformed into swaying 
trees. Projected birds flew 
across the face of the tower, 
creating the feeling of being in 
nature. 
“[I felt] incorporated into 
nature,” physics freshman Cira 
By Caleb Wong
@caleber96
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Retired professional tennis player Andy Roddick participates in virtual reality experience at the tower Tuesday evening. The 
event celebrated the National Park Service’s Centennial.TREES page 2 PARK page 2
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Code Orange teaches children 
coding, technological skills
ALUMNI
Tiff ’s Treats expands to Atlanta
Gabriel Lopez
Daily Texan Staff
Tiff’s Treats 
plans to expand 
to Atlanta, Geor-
gia, by mid-June. 
The business, 
which started 
as a two-person 
team deliver-
ing cookies 17 
years ago, now 
employs 300 
workers in over 
20 stores across 
Texas. 
In 1999, Tiffany Taylor 
stood up Leon Chen for a 
date. The UT sophomore felt 
so bad, she baked and de-
livered Chen cookies fresh 
from the oven as an apol-
ogy. With some convincing 
from Chen, this sweet apol-
ogy turned into the business 
now known to UT students 
as Tiff ’s Treats. 
Now, 17 years later, Tiff ’s 
will be opening its first ever 
out-of-state location in the 
Atlanta metro area.
“It’s been a wild ride with 
so many ups and so many 
downs, but we are so proud 
of our team and the people 
that really make this growth 
possible,” Chen said.
Tiff ’s Treats was originally 
run by just a two-person 
team, personally taking or-
ders and delivering cookies 
as they slowly worked to ex-
pand their business.
“Tiff and I started this thing 
By Vera Bespalova
@thedailytexan
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Through Code Or-
ange, 11-year-old Joaquin 
Calderon learned HTML 
to create a website about 
wolves.
“It was really fun. I love 
doing all the code,” Calde-
ron said.
Code Orange is a stu-
dent-led nonprofit. Its goal 
is to teach young children 
from underserved commu-
nities in Austin not only 
how to code, but also how 
to use a variety of technol-
ogies. Current leader Moiz 
Rizvi, a computer science 
junior, and several of his 
peers founded Code Or-
ange last September.
The organization uses 
Scratch, a visual program-
ming language, to teach 
seven- to 12-year-old chil-
dren how to make interac-
tive games, keep websites 
and learn programming 
languages, such as Python.
The group also provides 
each child a role model 
through a mentor/men-
tee program. They want 
to give each child a men-
tor to not only teach them 
how to code, but also to 
be someone they can be 
friends with.
“It’s very focused on cre-
ativity, expression, without 
losing sight of the comput-
ing part,” Rizvi said. “We 
all firmly believe that you 
can benefit a lot more from 
not just learning the code 
… but a lot of things that 
are far away from things 
that are just program-
ming.”
Last Friday, the orga-
nization held a demo day, 
in which over 50 students 
from Zavala and UT El-
ementary Schools demon-
strated projects they had 
been working on through-
out the spring semester.
“I think the projects and 
the kids’ hard work re-
ally speaks for itself,” Rizvi 
said.
Most of the children cre-
ated games, while some, 
such as Calderon, learned 
Python and HTML. 
“I’m really glad my men-
tor helped me,” Calderon 
said. “It was an amazing 
experience. I would love 
doing it again.”
Calderon’s mentor — 
Sohum Chitalia, a finance, 
business honors and com-
puter science junior — 
By Emmanuel Briseno
@Ohnonotcano
ORANGE page 1
UT engineering stu-
dent Richard Truong died 
Wednesday, April 13.
Richard graduated from 
Kempner High School in 
Sugar Land in 2013. He en-
rolled at UT in the fall of 
2013 and was pursuing a 
degree in electrical and com-
puter engineering. 
Richard’s sister Chris-
tina Truong said he was 
funny and caring toward 
his friends.
“He always joked with 
them,” Truong said. “He 
made [his friends] feel in-
cluded, heard and seen. He 
would often walk people to 
their dorms or apartments to 
make sure they were safe.”
Truong said her last major 
interaction with Richard was 
during winter break when 
Richard helped her when she 
was feeling depressed.
“He did his best to take 
care of me and make sure 
that I was heard,” Truong 
said. “He was secretly check-
ing up on my Facebook and 
tracking my phone. He even 
saved up from his sum-
mer internship to surprise 
me with being able to study 
abroad like I always wanted.”
She also said Richard 
had a hard time during 
their childhood.
“Growing up with parents 
who ran from the Vietnam 
War, my parents were always 
working to support us,” Tru-
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Voodoo Donuts employee Kylie reaches for a doughnut at the Voodoo Doughnut shop on Sixth Street Tuesday night. 
FRAMES featured photo thedailytexan
venue or anything going on 
for SXSW last year, so it was 
pretty dead. Pretty much 
all business was centered 
around downtown and Red 
River District,” Arias said. 
“This March, we had humon-
gous sales for alcohol and all 
sorts of food.”
Many of the city’s highest 
earning establishments for 
alcohol sales for March are 
situated along Sixth Street 
and in the Red River District, 
where students and visitors to 
the city frequent during the 
festival season. The top earn-
ing establishments for March 
include the J.W. Marriott ho-
tel, Chupacabra Cantina and 
Stubb’s Bar-B-Q, according to 
the comptroller’s office.
In the lead-up to LEVITA-
TION music festival, which is 
held at the end of April, some 
bands were unable to per-
form at the concert because 
of a cancellation at the last 
minute and instead ended up 
performing at Symon’s, pro-
viding the burger joint with 
a huge boom in business and 
sales, Arias said.
“We did about 300 to 400 
times better what we do per 
day for alcohol sales just for 
that concert,” Arias said.
Radio-television-film se-
nior Dana Summers said 
she went out to two bars 
along Sixth Street during 
SXSW, where the street was 
unusually packed with festi-
val goers even while the sun 
was out.
“It was really busy, even in 
the daytime,” Summers said. 
“Normally Sixth Street is a lot 
more calm.”
The total in alcohol sales 
stems from two different tax-
es, one from the gross receipts 
tax from establishments and 
one from the mixed beverage 
sales tax imposed on the sale 
or service of alcoholic bever-
ages from consumers, which 
is unavailable data for the 
public, Lyons said.
In January 2014, the State 
Comptroller’s Office changed 
its tax structure from where 
establishments are charged 14 
percent to 6.7 percent of their 
gross receipts, Lyons said.
“The consumer who’s 
buying the liquor, nothing 
changed for them,” Lyons 
said.
Feeney said. “You’re mixing 
something special to us here 
[the UT Tower] and the na-
tional parks.” 
This comes as part of a larg-
er effort to bring awareness of 
the National Parks, including 
Big Bend in Texas, to urban 
areas that don’t traditionally 
visit these places, said Peggy 
O’Dell, deputy NPS director. 
NPS is bringing similar events 
during the upcoming months 
to Chicago and New York City, 
she said. 
“Redwoods are a special, 
unique thing about this coun-
try. They’re so massive, and 
matching it to the scale of the 
tower was just the best match 
for this place,” O’Dell said. 
“We’re trying to find great col-
lege campuses, great student 
body, folks who don’t know 
about the national parks be-
cause there’s not one right in 
your city.”
The event also included 
several daytime activities, 
including an interactive 
compass that displayed the 
distance of various national 
parks or monuments from 
the Main Mall when turned 
in a circle. Stations set up 
on the Main Mall displayed 
information about finding 
nearby national parks and 
the history of the national 
parks.
The National Park Service 
came to UT because the tall 
height of the virtual redwoods 
was the perfect fit to project 
to the top of the tower, O’Dell 
said. The UT Tower is 307 feet 
tall, and the tallest redwood is 
about 379 foot tall, according 
to the NPS.
Like the vast ambitions of 
UT, the height of the tower 
matches the tall redwood trees 
found in California, said Fritz 
Steiner, dean of architecture. 
“We are unifying two very 
different icons: historical trees 
form the Redwood National 
Park and our iconic UT tower 
in our rapidly growing city of 
Austin,” Steiner said. “In true 
Texas fashion, the Board of 
Regents kept urging the archi-
tect to keep growing the tower 
taller and taller. In many ways, 
the Tower is like a redwood 
tree that grows and grows.” 
Andy Roddick, former No. 1 
professional tennis player who 
said he’s visited several national 
parks including Big Bend, said 
he encourages people to keep 
attending the parks long after 
the centennial celebration of 
the parks. 
“I’ve been lucky enough to 
travel and see a lot of the na-
tional parks,” Roddick said. 
“To think about something 
that’s been around that long — 
it’s important to make sure this 
generation knows to discover 
it, so it’ll be here long past any 
of us.” 
A nature enthusiast, Feeney 
said the event inspired her to 
encourage her friends to come 
to national parks to reconnect 
with nature like she has. 
“This is our earth,” Feeney 
said. “We should be experienc-
ing it and enjoying it.
being able to adjust their park-
ing time if they are held in 
class for too long or if some-
thing comes up.
“We knew that there are 
professors who make you stay 
overtime … and it can make 
things difficult, for sure,” 
Grassfield said.
Psychology junior Matthew 
Hanel, who has used a similar 
pay-to-park app in Houston, 
said the app could be benefi-
cial for students.
“Paying for parking defi-
nitely sucks, but it definitely 
makes it easier to not get 
towed or fined,” Hanel said.
The app’s info was la-
beled onto existing parking 
meters that were installed 
around West Campus about 
five years ago, with no new 
additional parking meters 
expected to be installed, 
Grassfield said.
Currently, the city collects 
the entirety of all parking me-
ter funds, with a small portion 
going towards reinvigorating 
the locations they serve. The 
ParkX app does not increase 
or decrease the amount of 
funding going back to the 
zoning areas around parking 
meters, Grassfield said.
Radio-television-film ju-
nior Karla Benitez said the 
funding from parking meters 
could help fix streets deep 
in West Campus that are the 
least maintained,
“Overall, just fix all the 
streets, because they’re horri-
ble,” Benitez said. “The farther 
down you go, the worse the 
potholes are and the narrower 
the streets are.”
in our Hyde Park apartment 
when we were sophomores 
at UT,” Chen said.
In 2003, Tiff ’s moved into 
its first stand-alone loca-
tion — a converted 1940s 
bungalow at 1806 Nueces 
St., which still serves as its 
Central Austin location.
In the following 12 years, 
Tiff ’s opened locations in 
Dallas, San Antonio and Ft. 
Worth. The business grew 
to 300 employees in over 20 
stores all across Texas.
The first Georgia store 
will be located in the city 
of Alpharetta, a suburb of 
Atlanta, and will open in 
mid-June. Two more stores, 
in Midtown and Sandy 
Springs, will also be opened 
by the end of the year.
The company said the 
Atlanta area was an obvious 
choice due to its large stu-
dent population and boom-
ing economy.
“We chose Atlanta be-
cause we wanted a market 
that was nearby in prox-
imity to our headquarters 
in Austin,” Chen said. “A 
market that was similar as 
far as culture, a market that 
was similar in weather and a 
market with a vibrant social 
and business community.”
Tiff ’s Treats has been a 
favorite of many students at 
UT since it first opened.
“It’s always so comfort-
ing to receive Tiff ’s Treats 
as a surprise,” government 
junior Rebecca Shanks said. 
“It reminds me of my mom 
baking cookies for me as a 
kid after school.”
Now that the company 
is expanding into Atlanta, 
a new batch of college stu-
dents will have access to 
fresh baked treats.
“If it were up to me, all 
college students would have 
access to Tiff ’s,” psychol-
ogy sophomore Henriikka 
Niemi said. “I’m sure their 
expansion will be extremely 
successful.”
By Rachel Lew
@rachelannlew
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UT engineering stu-
dent Richard Truong died 
Wednesday, April 13.
Richard graduated from 
Kempner High School in 
Sugar Land in 2013. He en-
rolled at UT in the fall of 
2013 and was pursuing a 
degree in electrical and com-
puter engineering. 
Richard’s sister Chris-
tina Truong said he was 
funny and caring toward 
his friends.
“He always joked with 
them,” Truong said. “He 
made [his friends] feel in-
cluded, heard and seen. He 
would often walk people to 
their dorms or apartments to 
make sure they were safe.”
Truong said her last major 
interaction with Richard was 
during winter break when 
Richard helped her when she 
was feeling depressed.
“He did his best to take 
care of me and make sure 
that I was heard,” Truong 
said. “He was secretly check-
ing up on my Facebook and 
tracking my phone. He even 
saved up from his sum-
mer internship to surprise 
me with being able to study 
abroad like I always wanted.”
She also said Richard 
had a hard time during 
their childhood.
“Growing up with parents 
who ran from the Vietnam 
War, my parents were always 
working to support us,” Tru-
ong said. “From a young age, 
Richard was always teased 
and picked on. He had so 
many stresses from bullying 
and home.”
Qian He, electrical engi-
neering junior and friend of 
Richard, said Richard was 
intelligent and a source of 
stability and encouragement.
“I’ve known [Richard] for 
five to six years, not long at 
all in the grand scheme of 
things, but he has been such 
a constant figure in my life,” 
He said. “Richard has always 
been incredibly gifted but 
so humble about his intel-
ligence, and without fail, he 
was willing to use his intel-
ligence to help others with 
their homework or studying.”
Richard served as a TA for 
two engineering classes, and 
was an honest, patient and 
humorous friend, according 
to He. She said saw Richard 
grow from a reserved guy in 
high school to someone full 
of confidence and sass.
“Most of his college friends 
are likely to describe Richard 
as kind but bluntly honest,” 
He said. “When he was a 
TA, he was the only one who 
would could say, ‘Your circuit 
design looks bad, and you’re 
probably going to fail the test 
tomorrow,’ yet at the same 
time make you laugh and feel 
better about yourself. Rich-
ard was honest to you and 
never gave up on you.”
He said Richard would 
proactively help her prepare 
for class.
“Almost every time right 
before school and classes 
started each semester, Rich-
ard would message me ask-
ing about which textbooks 
or classes I was taking,” He 
said. “He asked if I was tak-
ing any classes he had the 
materials for, and he would 
just loan me all the textbooks 
or hardware that he had and 
I needed.”
Sriharsha Bandi, electri-
cal engineering junior and 
friend of Richard, said Rich-
ard helped him become re-
sponsible and plan his col-
lege career.
“Richard and I have been 
in almost every class [to-
gether] since freshman year,” 
Bandi said. “Over the years, 
we have gotten to be close 
friends. One thing he really 
showed me was how to be 
responsible with work while 
being available to help oth-
ers. He really helped me plan 
my future and aspirations 
at UT.”
Bandi said Richard was a 
selfless friend who greatly 
valued his friendships.
“I remember last semester, 
when we both had projects 
due at the same time, he put 
his own on hold just so he 
could help me finish mine,” 
Bandi said. “He was just a 
kind person that loved to 
help others.”
Richard is survived by 
his parents, sister Van, sis-
ter Linh, sister Hoa, brother 
Stephen, sister Lauren and 
sister Christina.
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favorite of many students at 
UT since it first opened.
“It’s always so comfort-
ing to receive Tiff ’s Treats 
as a surprise,” government 
junior Rebecca Shanks said. 
“It reminds me of my mom 
baking cookies for me as a 
kid after school.”
Now that the company 
is expanding into Atlanta, 
a new batch of college stu-
dents will have access to 
fresh baked treats.
“If it were up to me, all 
college students would have 
access to Tiff ’s,” psychol-
ogy sophomore Henriikka 
Niemi said. “I’m sure their 
expansion will be extremely 
successful.”
said he was very proud of 
Calderon.  
Parents of the students at-
tended the awards ceremo-
ny, during which students 
received a certificate indi-
cating that they were a part 
of the mentorship program. 
“This is what he wants to 
do later in life — computer 
science,” said Lisa Calderon, 
Joaquin’s mother. “I like that 
he’s getting instruction. It is 
a very good program.”
The organization cur-
rently consists of UT stu-
dents, but Rizvi said they 
have plans to expand to al-
low community members 
to join the group as either 
teachers or mentors — 
they’re recruiting this com-
ing summer. Rizvi said they 
do not just want to make an 
impact in the lives of chil-
dren; they want to reach 
out to the public.
“If you came out to demo 
day, you would’ve seen for 
yourself how genuinely en-
gaged and talented these 
kids were in the first place,” 
he said. 
Elizabeth Gershoff, UT 
human development and 
family sciences associ-
ate professor, and Andrew 
Grogan-Kaylor, associate 
professor of social work at 
the University of Michi-
gan, published an analy-
sis of 50 years of research 
which confirmed spanking 
children can cause low self-
esteem, weak relationships 
with parents and other neg-
ative outcomes.
“The main question we 
had was whether spanking 
achieves a parent’s goal,” 
Gershoff said. “Does it re-
ally make children better 
behaved over time?”
The study analyzed the 
strength of the relation-
ship between spanking and 
17 different negative out-
comes, said Grogan-Kaylor. 
The research consisted of 75 
individual published stud-
ies spanning 50 years. 
“Many of those negative 
outcomes were associated 
with spanking,” Grogan 
said. “Notably, child ag-
gression and child mental 
health problems such as de-
pression and anxiety were 
associated with spanking.”
Gershoff said the most 
troubling outcome of the 
analysis was children who 
were spanked were more 
likely to be physically 
abused by their parents.
“There is a continuum of 
violence against children 
and spanking, and abuse 
are just points along that 
continuum,” Gershoff said. 
“They both involve hitting 
and hurting children, and 
they’re associated with sim-
ilar outcomes for children.”
Gershoff said the U.S. is 
behind on its treatment of 
children in comparison to 
the rest of the world. 
“Children deserve pro-
tection because they’re vul-
nerable and dependent on 
adults,” Gershoff said. “The 
U.S. has not ratified what’s 
called the conventional 
rights of the child and we’re 
the only country in the 
world that hasn’t. The rest of 
the world is moving ahead.”
Grogan said he consid-
ered other influences that 
could cause the same effects, 
but concluded spanking is 
responsible for outcomes 
like anti-social behavior 
and low self-esteem.
“A number of impor-
tant longitudinal studies 
of spanking … have paid 
careful attention to whether 
some other factor might ac-
count for the relationship,” 
Grogan said. “Such studies 
find that spanking is associ-
ated with negative outcomes 
for children, even when we 
account for other factors.”
Business freshman Ma-
son Sheu said his parents 
used physical punishment 
when he was younger, but 
as he got older his parents 
used a different approach.
“They decided to just try 
and talk to me for a change, 
and see why I made certain 
decisions and explained 
why they thought I should 
do what they advised,” 
Sheu said. “It made me a 
much better person since I 
learned to take responsibil-
ity for my own actions and 
think it through.”
Students may soon have 
a new option for Mexican 
food near campus, since 
plans are in the works to 
open a Taco Bell Cantina 
at 2000 Guadalupe St.
The Taco Bell website 
describes Taco Bell Canti-
na as an “urban restaurant 
concept” that modernizes 
and redefines the fast food 
experience. Its most dis-
tinctive features include 
the absence of a drive-th-
ru window, increased use 
of technology in placing 
orders, an open kitchen 
design and the addition of 
alcohol to the menu.
If approved, the restau-
rant will be built on land 
owned by the St. Austin 
Catholic Parish approxi-
mately 103 feet from the 
entrance of the St. Aus-
tin Catholic Church en-
trance. The sale of alco-
hol at Taco Bell Cantina 
poses an obstacle to its 
opening, since businesses 
that sell alcohol cannot be 
located within 300 feet of 
a religious establishment 
in Austin.
The company trying 
to open this location, Ta-
cala Austin LLC, has re-
quested a waiver from the 
City Council to exempt 
the restaurant from this 
regulation. In support of 
its cause, the company 
has obtained a letter from 
the pastor of the church, 
Rev. Charles Kullmann, in 
which he said the church 
does not object to the 
service of alcohol on the 
property.
“We reached this con-
clusion because the prop-
erty is small, is a store 
front on Guadalupe Street, 
the alcohol will be con-
sumed on site, and the 
[alcohol] receipts from 
the restaurant will, report-
edly, be less than 40% of 
[Taco Bell Cantina’s] total 
receipts,” Kullmann wrote 
in the letter.
Finance junior Julia 
Cho said she could see 
herself hanging out at this 
restaurant with friends 
but understands why it 
might not be approved.
“It’s a good business de-
cision to come to a college 
campus and serve not only 
fast food but also alcohol,” 
Cho said. “I think it’s also 
a little disrespectful. Just 
because you have one ‘yes’ 
from a person in charge of 
the church doesn’t mean 
that the other people at-
tending the church won’t 
be offended.”
Psychology junior TJ 
Bell said he doesn’t see 
why this regulation exists 
to begin with.
“I don’t think churches 
should have the right to 
restrict businesses from 
being established,” Bell 
said. “I’m not the happiest 
about a Taco Bell opening 
on the Drag when there 
could be much better op-
tions, but this sounds 
okay.”
A public hearing and 
potential vote on this issue 
will take place Thursday at 
the council meeting.
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Electrical and computer engineering student Richard Truong died Wednesday, April 13. 
Friends and family remember his caring personality and humor. 
I don’t think churches 
should have the right 
to restrict businesses 
from being established.
—TJ Bell, 
Psychology junior
Courtesy of Code 
Orange
Despite it’s 
large size, Code 
Orange consists 
of a tightly-knit 
community of UT 
students from a 
wide variety of 
backgrounds.
Last Thursday, on the first night of the 
NFL Draft, we were all privy to a tragic scan-
dal. Offensive lineman Laremy Tunsil was 
subjected to humiliation on live, national 
television as a video of him consuming mar-
ijuana was posted to his Twitter feed just be-
fore the draft was set to begin. Immediately 
after the release of the video, Tunsil’s draft 
stock began to drop. 
Tunsil is an extremely talented player and 
was projected to be one of the first play-
ers selected. Being one of the first picks 
in the draft is extremely lucrative; last 
year’s first four picks all received con-
tracts worth over $20 million across four 
years. Had Tunsil been drafted where he 
was projected, he too would’ve received a 
contract of this magnitude. Instead, Tunsil 
dropped from a projected top five pick to 
number 13, the slide costing him an esti-
mated $10-12 million. All of this despite 
the fact that the video is over two years old 
and Tunsil never failed a drug test in his 
college career.
After he was drafted, screenshots were 
posted to Tunsil’s Instagram account of his 
text conversations with a Mississippi foot-
ball coach in which he explicitly asks the 
coach for help paying his rent as well as 
his mother’s electric bill, clearly in viola-
tion of NCAA rules regarding the payment 
of players. Later that day, when directly 
asked if he had received payment, Tunsil 
responded in the affirmative, remarking, 
“I’d have to say yeah.”
So what are we to make of this situation? 
A good starting point may be the words of 
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell. When 
asked about the incident, Goodell stated, “I 
think it’s all part of what makes the draft so 
exciting.” The statement reeks of the exploi-
tation that high-level athletes are submitted 
to. In the face of a young man’s embarrass-
ment and severe financial loss, Goodell could 
only think of television ratings. Goodell said 
nothing about helping Tunsil cope with the 
stress of the situation or about ensuring that 
this does not happen to future players. It al-
most sounds like Goodell thought Tunsil’s 
shame was a good thing.
Perhaps more interesting is how Tunsil’s 
admission of receiving payment will affect 
the ongoing debate about amateurism in 
college sports. Tunsil’s talents clearly fi-
nancially benefited the University of Mis-
sissippi more than the $300 he asked for 
rent. This seems to be a case where break-
ing the rule was the right thing to do. Ask-
ing for help paying your mom’s electric bill 
is not a moral transgression.
What remains to be seen is how Missis-
sippi will be punished. It will be compared 
to the concurrent investigation into the 
Baylor football program in which Baylor 
is accused of failing to properly investigate 
rape allegations made against some of its 
players. The NCAA should be more con-
cerned with the well-being of students than 
with protecting the fragile, outdated notion 
of amateurism. 
Many powerful institutions want to profit 
off the hard work that the players put in. We 
should be careful to remember that athletes 
are our are classmates and deserve to be 
treated as people, not as commodities. 
Stuart is a business honors and Plan II 
sophomore from Lubbock.
It’s nonsensical to say on-campus students 
can cook for themselves when residence halls 
offer only a microwave and refrigerator. As a 
result, these students rely on the Division of 
Housing and Food Service (DHFS) to obtain 
most of their meals.
As consumers with few options, students 
have voiced complaints about DHFS, rang-
ing from the lack of kosher and halal foods to 
inadequate dining hours. In addition, others 
have even attacked DHFS’ sustainable initia-
tives as they become more aware of environ-
mental issues. Although some of these criti-
cisms are understandable, DHFS deserves far 
more credit for their sustainable efforts with 
all things considered.
Operating a large-scale food operation is 
no easy task, and although DHFS has not 
achieved total sustainability, they’re doing well 
with limited resources. 
According to 2015 data, DHFS allocates ap-
proximately 21.32 percent of its $7 million bud-
get to locally raised locally processed, organic, 
certified sustainable and Fair Trade foods. Al-
though it would be nice to demand a larger por-
tion of the budget for these foods, DHFS must 
strive to keep its costs reasonable for students. 
Sustainability involves balancing the needs of the 
environment and the economy with compromis-
es along the way.
Darla Stewart, associate director of projects 
and procurement, said finding sustainable 
foods at a reasonable price is her team’s big-
gest challenge.
“We would not want to charge our stu-
dents what it would cost to have a higher 
percentage of sustainable foods,” Stewart 
said. “If we were to say, ‘From now on we are 
going to buy only organic,’ we’d price our-
selves out of the market.”
DHFS is able to purchase these foods without 
negatively impacting their budget through care-
ful planning. Stewart said her team tries to find 
savings in other products they use to reinvest 
that money towards sustainable food items. In 
addition, her team tries to purchase directly from 
farmers to reduce excess fees from third parties.
“Those are some of the efforts we made, so 
that we can continue with our commitment to 
sustainability while maintaining our commit-
ment to students that our food will be affordable,” 
Stewart said.
But perhaps more important to sustainability 
than sourcing is their treatment of uneaten food. 
Seven percent of all global carbon emissions is 
attributed to food waste, and DHFS has taken 
crucial steps to reduce this waste at producer and 
consumer levels.
Neil Kaufman, sustainability coordinator of 
DHFS, said his team constantly tries to reduce 
the inevitable amounts of waste produced by op-
erating a food service.
“In an operation of our size, there is going to 
be some waste,” Kaufman said.
Part of these initiatives involve training em-
ployees how to utilize as much of a product as 
possible and donating leftover food to the Angel 
House Soup Kitchen when appropriate. In addi-
tion, DHFS launched the Clean Plate Club initia-
tive in 2013 to discourage students from taking 
more food than they can eat. 
Although DHFS always has room for im-
provement, their dedication to sustainability is 
not just an empty promise. DHFS will continue 
to reduce their environmental impacts, and stu-
dents should cooperate to make our campus a 
greener place.
Chan is journalism freshman from Sugarland.
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COLUMN
State should not decide tuition increases
By Mubarrat Choudhury
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
@MubarratC
To great surprise, the University of Texas 
System Board of Regents voted to increase 
the tuition by 3.1 percent for the 2016-2017 
academic year and an additional 3 percent for 
2017-2018. The increase in tuition will cost 
each student about $300 more each semester. 
The Tuition Advisory Policy Committee has 
noted that this tuition rate increase will di-
rectly be going to student success initiatives to 
increase the four-year graduation rate, expand 
research programs and raise faculty salaries 
and campus facilities.  
However, state officials seem to have sympa-
thized with student concerns over this rise in tu-
ition rates, prompting harsh comments last week 
from Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick. He suggested that by 
next session, the Texas Senate will attempt to 
curb tuition increases through new policy.  
“We are pricing the average family out of 
college education in the state of Texas, and 
we are saddling students and families with 
tremendous debt,” Patrick said at a press con-
ference before a Texas Senate higher education 
meeting. “This has to end.” 
On face, Patrick’s claim to curb tuition prices 
may seem like an average college student’s dream 
— at least, up until you actually delve into what 
he specifically has planned.  
Aside from reclaiming power of setting tuition 
rates like the government last did in 2002, Pat-
rick plans to eliminate a provision made by the 
University that diverts a portion of tuition to-
ward financial aid programs. Such a plan seems 
somewhat hypocritical, especially when the gov-
ernment intends to curb the tuition to decrease 
the burden for student. If Patrick is successful, 
the government would hurt the people that need 
such a plan — students from a lower-income 
households. The Austin American-Statesman 
Editorial board wrote about Lt. Gov. Patrick 
missing the mark for his proposed plan to curb 
college tuition.  
“Missing from Patrick and other Republican 
state lawmakers’ ideas is any indication of want-
ing to invest significant state money into higher 
education,” wrote the Statesman. “That’s a critical 
missing piece of the tuition-crisis equation. The 
student-loan crisis is a result of this shifting of the 
cost of higher education to students. And those 
paying the hardest price are poor and middle-
class students.” 
Beyond just wanting to cut funding to finan-
cial aid programs, the Texas Senate last legislative 
term opted to eliminate setting aside the “B-On-
Time” loan program — a program which would 
have forgiven loans for students that, as the name 
suggests, graduated on time with at least a B av-
erage, regardless of financial need. Although Lt. 
Gov. Patrick may claim that he and the state gov-
ernment want to curb tuition rates to lessen the 
burden of debt onto the student, the reality of the 
situation is that they have done nothing, nor will 
their plans do so in the future.  
Another question arises when delving into 
the intricacies of government policy and higher 
education: Do we want the state government to 
regulate tuition prices? According to a compre-
hensive study conducted by the Dallas Morning 
News, when the government was responsible 
for setting the tuition, before 2003, on average 
prices actually increased more than they do 
now with universities controlling the increase. 
This is probably because schools understand 
how to regulate their tuition rates significantly 
better than a distant government.  
Does there need to be some sort of action to 
curb the increasing cost of college tuition and 
the student debt crisis? Absolutely. Is the solution 
increased government regulation over tuition 
prices? Not in this state. There is a problem, but 
the way in which the state government intends 
to solve it doesn’t align with current student de-
mands, nor do they have a decent track record 
in doing so. 
Choudhury is a economics freshman from 
Richardson.
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Liutenant Governor Dan Patrick speaks at a campaign event for presidential candidate Ted Cruz 
on March 1 in Stafford, Texas. Patrick has expressed ‘alarm’ at the recent UT tuition increases.
COLUMN
DHFS’ sustainability efforts deserve credit
By Benroy Chan
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
@BenroyChan DHFS BUDGET
In the year 2015, only 
21.32% of the DHFS 
budget went to food 
promoting sustainability.
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Seven percent of all global carbon 
emissions is attributed to food 
waste, and DHFS has taken crucial 
steps to reduce this waste at pro-
ducer and consumer levels.
Infographic by Illiana Storch | Daily Texan Staff
Another question arises when delv-
ing into the intricacies of govern-
ment policy and higher education: 
Do we want the state government to 
regulate tuition prices? 
COLUMN
Ending college athlete exploitation long overdue
By Reagan Stuart
Daily Texan Columnist 
@realreaganstu
In the face of a young man’s embar-
rassment and severe financial loss, 
Goodell could only think of televi-
sion ratings. Goodell said nothing 
about helping Tunsil …
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status led others to see 
their relationship as more 
solidified than when they 
were dating. Jennifer said 
Joshua’s grandmother 
only stopped introducing 
her as “Josh’s friend” after 
their wedding.
Before getting married, 
Joshua decided to return to 
UT to finish his last year of 
radio-televison-film course-
work following a 10-year gap. 
After he graduated, Jennifer 
followed suit, transferring 
from Austin Community 
College to pursue psychol-
ogy. As one took time to fo-
cus on schoolwork, the other 
picked up more of the house-
work, cooking and cleaning.
“It was nice because 
we staggered our UT ex-
perience,” Joshua said. 
“Being married and both 
knowing the responsibili-
ties the University requires, 
we both were conscious of 
giving enough space in the 
domestic sphere to pursue 
really studying. ”
For the most part, the 
support system marriage 
provides has made the 
challenges of college easier 
for Jennifer and Joshua, 
though it does not come 
without its own set of dif-
ficulties. While many un-
dergrads spend free time 
at parties or in late-night 
cram sessions, many of 
their married peers put 
emphasis on having chil-
dren or find themselves 
wrapped up their “own 
little world.” 
At 31 years old, Jennifer said 
she sometimes feels caught 
between two stages of life, not 
quite ready for a family but also 
uninterested in many of the 
activities her classmates enjoy. 
Despite not following 
a “normal” life trajec-
tory, the couple said they 
are glad they got married 
when they did. 
“Even though we weren’t 
married at the time, we 
were very committed to 
each other before I went 
back to UT,” Joshua said. 
“Having Jenny’s support 
— in every sense of the 
word — gave me the con-
fidence I needed to actu-
ally pursue going back to 
school and to do well.”
want a Persian girl or not,” 
Saba said. 
After almost a year of 
dating, they decided to get 
married. He no longer had 
any doubts about her, but 
instead worried about how 
their relationship would be 
received by Estonian society, 
where racism and discrimi-
nation are common.
One night, while they 
were out, a drunken man 
started swearing at Saba, 
making fun of his skin color 
and hoping for a reaction. 
Then he began to attack 
Agaate for choosing to be 
with someone who wasn’t 
Estonian. Saba grabbed 
Agaate’s hand and rushed 
toward the back of a bus to 
escape the man’s anger. 
The man followed them 
onto the bus and continued 
berating them in Estonian, 
a language Saba didn’t fully 
understand. In a “moment 
of shock,” Agaate tried to 
defend Saba, but instead left 
him feeling helpless. 
“I was mad at us, I was 
blaming her because she 
answered him,” Saba said. 
“He was very provocative — 
that’s why I didn’t want her 
to talk to him at all.”
Saba said he never ex-
pected that kind of back-
lash or racism from Esto-
nian society, but it wouldn’t 
be the last time they dealt 
with discrimination be-
cause of their relationship. 
After several incidents of 
assault, Saba and Agaate 
no longer felt safe in Esto-
nia. Agaate started carry-
ing pepper spray, and Saba 
looked into taking martial 
arts classes.
“I don’t want to change 
the way I am because of 
drunk, racist people,” 
Saba said. 
Since moving to the 
United States, Saba got a 
job in IT and Agaate en-
rolled in UT’s Middle 
Eastern studies masters 
program. The couple said 
they feel happier and safer, 
especially when they meet 
other international or in-
terracial couples. 
“In the United States, 
we are never judged 
based on our nationality,” 
Agaate said. 
COMING OUT continues from page 8
one question: Was she good 
enough for his daughter?
“He shifted to normal re-
lationship questions, instead 
of gay questions, which I’m 
really proud of him for,” So-
phia said. “I didn’t expect that 
at all.”
Abby fit right in with their 
family, building a particularly 
close relationship with So-
phia’s mom. Since then, Abby 
has joined Sophia’s family on 
trips to Florida, Las Vegas 
and Atlanta.
Abby, who grew up in a 
very Christian home, had a 
more difficult time telling 
her parents she was a lesbian. 
Because she was conditioned 
to think homosexuality was 
wrong, she avoided com-
ing out until her senior year 
of high school, after a friend 
told her mother without 
her consent.
Initially, Abby’s mom didn’t 
welcome her girlfriends into 
her house, but she grew more 
accepting over time. 
“I’d say as a whole, most 
of my family just kind of 
tolerates it,” Abby said. “I 
think they deny it and pre-
tend it never happened [or] 
that one day I might bring a 
boy home.”
Sophia’s first interaction 
with Abby’s mom was qui-
eter than she expected but 
went relatively well. During 
their dinner, Abby’s stepfa-
ther and brother welcomed 
Sophia, but her mom re-
mained reserved. Sophia said 
she was terrified to censor 
her liberal tongue in a more 
conservative setting.
Abby’s grandparents, on 
the other hand, have main-
tained a welcoming and ac-
cepting relationship with 
Abby since she came out. 
Initially, Abby feared they 
would judge and misun-
derstand her, based on their 
generational differences.
Instead, her grandma 
simply told her, “We love 
you — no matter what. We 
don’t care.” 
Last summer, Sophia left to 
study abroad in Spain. Since 
then, Abby’s mom has told 
Abby that she accepts and 
loves both her and Sophia.
When Sophia left for 
Spain, Abby accompanied 
her family to drop her off at 
the airport. Abby stood be-
tween Sophia’s mother and 
father, waving goodbye and 
holding back tears. In an at-
tempt to comfort her, Sophia’s 
dad put his arm around her 
and told her one thing. 
“It’s going to be 
okay, Abby.” 
LONG DISTANCE continues from page 8
“After we got together, I 
didn’t realize how much we 
were a part of each other’s 
lives,” Alex said. “It was almost 
second nature to be emailing 
every single day.”
This time, when Celiné 
flew home, she and Alex 
embarked on a six-year-
long pattern of back and 
forth travels.
“Here you are sharing 
your life stories and getting 
to the point where we were 
using the ‘I love you’s’ and 
you’re like ‘Okay, now I’m go-
ing to go see you, I haven’t 
seen you in four months, I 
don’t even know if you leave 
your dirty socks on the floor,’” 
Celiné said.
They didn’t know if they 
were ready to get married — 
they wanted to live together 
first. But without a green card, 
Celiné couldn’t stay in the 
U.S. for an extended period 
of time. So, after years of see-
ing each other in three-week 
spurts, Alex proposed to 
Celiné on his couch during an 
episode of CSI. 
But the process to becom-
ing betrothed wasn’t easy. First, 
they had to prove their relation-
ship’s legitimacy through pho-
tos and letters, and then im-
migration officials interviewed 
Celiné and put her through a 
series of medical tests. Once 
she passed, she was given 
three short months to leave the 
Netherlands, and three more 
after arriving in the U.S. to tie 
the knot.
They got married in the 
Central Texas church where 
Alex was baptized. Twelve 
people sat in the pews, in-
cluding Celiné’s mother 
and brother, who flew in for 
the occasion.
For seven years, 5,000 miles 
separated Celiné and Alex. 
Today, as they approach their 
fifth anniversary, just a week-
end apart makes them feel 
off balance.
“You look at it now and 
you’re like, ‘Man, that was 
terrible,’ but at the time, 
you didn’t even think 
about it. It was just natural,” 
Alex said.
Mary Pistorius
Daily Texan Staff
Alex Felan, right, 
and Celiné Felan 
were email pen 
pals for almost 
a decade before 
Celiné moved 
to the U.S. and 
the couple got 
married. 
Leo Manzano took his 
place at the starting blocks be-
fore the 800-meter race at the 
Texas Relays.  
The 2012 Olympic silver 
medalist dominated the event 
the past three years, setting the 
Texas Relays record in each 
year. As he readied himself for 
the race, he expected a fourth. 
But when the starting gun 
fired and the runners merged 
into the inside of the track af-
ter 50 meters, Manzano wasn’t 
first. Or second. Or third.
He was last.
He crossed the finish line 
in sixth with a time of 1:49.92, 
over three seconds off his re-
cord pace a year earlier. 
But Manzano, now 31, 
wasn’t worried about the slow 
time in an Olympic year.  
“The main goal is [the rac-
es] in July and August,” Man-
zano said. “When you do 
lose your race, sometimes it’s 
good because you learn you 
have to continue working. It 
keeps it interesting.” 
Manzano started runnning 
track in high school, where he 
showed up to practice in jeans, 
hiking boots and a T-shirt. 
But when Marble Falls 
High School track and field 
head coach Kyle Futrell saw 
Manzano a year later, he saw 
more than a kid who didn’t 
have the proper gear. He saw 
a runner who was domi-
nating the competition at a 
young age.
“He ran a 1:55 in the 800 in 
100-degree heat, and no one 
was close to him,” Futrell said. 
“That’s when I knew we had 
someone really, really good.”
Manzano  finished high 
school as a nine-time 
state champion.
Manzano continued run-
ning at the University of 
Texas and continued win-
ning. He went undefeated 
in the 1,500-meter in his 
freshman year in 2005. He 
took the NCAA indoor 
mile title and closed with 
another 1,500-meter NCAA 
outdoor title. 
Manzano, however, found 
professional life to be diffi-
cult. During his four years at 
Texas, Manzano did nothave 
a coach to manage the logis-
tics — where to go run, how 
to get there and when to train. 
But in 2008, all of Manzano’s 
struggles paid off. 
He finished in the top 
three in three 1,500-meter 
races at the U.S. Olympic tri-
als to qualify for the Beijing 
Olympics. Manzano failed 
to qualify for the final but it 
didn’t matter. 
“I was just so excited to be 
there,” Manzano said. “It was 
just a whirlwind.” 
He followed up four years 
later, making the 2012 Lon-
don Olympics, where he 
became the first American 
to medal in the 1,500 meter 
since 1968.
Despite the historic per-
formance, his only spon-
sor Nike dropped him after 
both sides couldn’t come 
to an agreement. In a sport 
dependent on sponsorships, 
he struggled to see a way 
through. He had no steady 
income. He was the bread-
winner for his family and 
was helping his younger 
brother go through college. 
In early 2014, he started a 
t-shirt project as a fundraiser 
to help pay for his training. He 
followed up with one of his 
most successful seasons, win-
ning the 1,500-meter race at 
the 2014 USA Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships.
The sponsors came back. 
Manzano signed with Hoka 
One One, a running shoes 
manufacturer, in April 2014 
and has since signed on with 
Timex and Coca-Cola. 
Manzano currently 
spends about six hours train-
ing daily, but most of that 
time is spent away from the 
track. Instead, the focus is on 
recovery, getting massages 
and taking ice baths to keep 
him going each day. 
But his training for this 
year’s U.S. Olympic trials 
came to an abrupt halt in Feb-
ruary. Manzano was sidelined 
for three weeks with pneumo-
nia and missed out on the en-
tire indoor track season. But 
Manzano is confidenthe can 
get back to the Olympics.
“Just knowing how much 
sacrifice it takes, just mak-
ing another team that would 
be amazing,” Manzano said.
Texas’ regular season is 
quickly coming to a close, and 
Wednesday’s matchup against 
North Texas is its last non-con-
ference game on the schedule.
The Mean Green aren’t a 
high-powered opponent, so 
unfortunately for the Long-
horns a win won’t do much for 
their RPI. Instead, Texas will 
look to use the game as a final 
chance to tune up before four 
must-win Big 12 contests. 
“The non-conference on 
Wednesday — that’s one you 
worry about in regards to mo-
tivation,” head coach Connie 
Clark said. “Those are a bit of a 
challenge with your mentality 
sometimes, at least with your 
approach. But every game 
matters right now, so we keep 
that focus.”
Texas has been getting of-
fensive production from the 
entire lineup in recent games, 
and it will look to keep that 
going against North Texas. 
The Mean Green pitching staff 
has a collective 4.34 ERA and 
shouldn’t pose many problems 
for the Longhorn hitters.
Sophomore pitcher Paige 
von Sprecken and freshman 
outfielder Reagan Hathaway 
are two young Longhorns per-
forming well at the plate. Von 
Sprecken currently boasts a 
team-high .472 batting aver-
age and has become a con-
sistent fixture in the lineup 
even when she’s not in the 
circle. Hathaway was on a hot 
streak early before falling into 
a slump but is starting to find 
her swing again. 
“It’s pretty typical: you have 
a high-level recruit that comes 
in so hot out of the gate, then 
scouting reports get out and 
she has to make adjustments,” 
Clark said. “[Reagan’s] been 
working through that, and 
she’ll hopefully finish out really 
strong for us.” 
Defensively, the Texas pitch-
ing staff will challenge the 
North Texas hitters. Junior 
infielder Kelli Schkade is the 
biggest offensive threat from 
the Mean Green and comes 
into this matchup with a .393 
batting average, 13 home runs 
and 41 RBI. 
North Texas has consistent 
hitters throughout the lineup, 
but it hasn’t faced a pitching 
staff that matches Texas’ since 
it played Oklahoma in early 
April. The Longhorns have a 
collective 2.29 ERA and have 
cut down the number of free 
passes issued in recent weeks, 
which was their biggest prob-
lem early in the season.
Texas holds a 12-1 overall 
record over North Texas and 
has won the last five contests. 
The Mean Green is currently 
riding a 12-game losing streak 
and a win over the Longhorns 
would be huge for its season, 
but Texas has no plans to let 
that happen.
“It’s really about how we 
finish right now,” Clark said. 
“These last games are impor-
tant to the committee. I like 
what we’re getting from them 
right now. They’re really com-
ing together at the right time.”  
From the perspective of 
raw numbers, Texas’ 7-0 
win over Prairie View A&M 
inched the Longhorns (21–
24) one game closer to .500. 
But a closer examination 
of what ended up being a 
very strange game tells a 
few different stories. 
Texas was held score-
less through five innings 
by the Panthers, who en-
tered the game with the 
297th worst RPI out of 300 
teams and needed the help 
of six errors to score six 
runs against junior Pan-
ther starter Edgar Sanchez, 
whose fastball hovered 
around the 80 mph mark. 
“It took a while to get the 
offensive side of it going, 
but that isn’t unusual,” head 
coach Augie Garrido said. 
“There’s a timing issue there, 
and it’s real. You start facing 
guys 88-95 every weekend, 
it kind of gets built in. You 
have that rhythm.” 
Texas starter sophomore 
Connor Mayes helped 
maintain the scoreless stale-
mate until the sixth inning, 
when a healthy dose of help 
from the Panther defense 
gave Texas the first runs of 
the game. 
A pair of errors by the 
right side of the infield 
scored sophomore catcher 
Michael Cantu and sopho-
more designated hitter 
Travis Jones to gift Texas a 
2–0 lead. 
“Their pitcher was 
absolutely remarkable,” 
Garrido said. “He never got 
flustered with the errors or 
the misplays. He just kept 
doing the same thing. He 
played with great poise and 
purpose and just kept using 
his stuff.” 
The Longhorns got an-
other cushion in a five-run 
eighth inning punctuated 
by a very strange play off 
the bat of Patrick Mathis. 
The sophomore right field-
er sent a routine pop fly to 
center, but no one called for 
the ball. Once it dropped 
in for a hit, two Panther 
throwing errors allowed 
sophomore shortstop Joe 
Baker to come home and 
Mathis to reach third. 
The inning finally ended 
when senior catcher James 
Barton, who served as the 
bullpen catcher all four 
years in his time at Texas, 
grounded out to short in 
his first career at bat.
“It was so much fun,” 
Barton said. “I was just 
smiling the whole time. It 
was an honor.” 
Barton was unsuccess-
ful in his quest to drive in 
a run but nevertheless re-
turned to a dugout full of 
cheering teammates. 
“When the crappiest job 
on the team is done to the 
best of someone’s ability, 
the level of respect they 
earn is from everyone,” 
Garrido said. “You’re bat-
ting third, so you want to 
bat fourth, so now you’re 
whining about that. Go out 
there and catch some of 
those bullpens.” 
Barton finally got an at 
bat, but the senior knows 
his primary job is not over. 
“We’ve still got a shot 
with a couple more regular 
season games, and we’ve 
got the Big 12 tournament 
to win,” Barton said. “To-
morrow it will be back at it 
trying to get the guys ready 
for that.”
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BASEBALL
Texas gets win thanks to comedy of errors
By Daniel Clay
@dclay567
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
The Texas Longhorns defeated the Prairie View A&M Panthers 7-0, thanks in part to a number of errors by the Panthers in the 
field. Sophomore catcher Michael Cantu scored after a pair of errors on the right side of the Panthers’ infield. 
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Steph Curry, 
Golden State 
Warriors point 
guard, wins NBA 
MVP for the 
2014-15 season.
“Your suppose to put 
your pride aside and 
ride for me!”
Kris Boyd
@kris23db
TOP TWEET
Hossler named finalist 
for Ben Hogan Award
Junior Beau Hossler was 
named one of three finalists 
for this year’s Ben Hogan 
Award on Tuesday. 
The two other finalists 
are Stanford’s Maverick 
McNealy and last year’s 
winner, Arizona State’s 
Jon Rahm. Hossler, Mc-
Nealy and Rahm are cur-
rently ranked No. 1, No. 2 
and No. 3 in the Golfweek 
rankings, respectively.
The Ben Hogan Award 
recognizes the top men’s 
player across college golf 
— including NCAA Di-
vision I, II and III, NAIA 
and NJCA — for his ac-
complishments in the last 
12 months.
Hossler has won an 
NCAA-best five times this 
season, with victories at 
the Nike Golf Collegiate 
Invitational, Arizona Inter-
collegiate, John A. Burns 
Intercollegiate, Lamkin San 
Diego Classic and Augusta 
Invitational. The junior also 
won the Jones Cup Invita-
tional, an amateur event, 
back in February.
Hossler is coming off a 
tied-for-second finish at 
the Big 12 Championship 
this past weekend. He has 
finished outside the top 10 
only once in 10 starts for the 
Longhorns this season.
Hossler joins Jordan Spi-
eth and Jeff Fahrenbruch 
as the only Longhorns to 
be named finalists for the 
award. Fahrenbruch won 
the award in 1997.
The winner will be an-
nounced on Monday, May 
23, at the Colonial Country 
Club in Fort Worth. He 
will also receive an exemp-
tion into next year’s Dean 
& DeLuca Invitational, a 
PGA Tour event annu-
ally hosted by the Colonial 
Country Club.
—Trenton Daeschner
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
Manzano hopes to continue 
Olympic success this summer 
By Jacob Martella
@ViewFromTheBox
SOFTBALL
Texas gears up for final 
non-conference matchup
By Claire Cruz
@claireecruz5
Joshua Guerra| Daily Texan Staff
Sophomore pitcher Paige von Sprecken and Texas look to 
overpower North Texas in their last non-conference game. 
Rachel Zein
Daily Texan file photo
Despite a 
disappointing 
finish at the 
Texas relays, 
former Longhorn 
Leo Manzano 
looks to continue 
his success on 
the track at the 
Olympic Games 
in Rio, Brazil 
this summer. 
Read the full story online at 
www.dailytexanonline.com
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LOVEGOT TO DO WITH IT?
WHAT’S
In this compilation of stories, the Life&Arts department explores the joys and challenges that come with 
love. Despite discrimination, distance and life’s many responsibilities, these four student couples show 
that love unites us all.  
Illustration by Mel Westfall | Daily Texan Staff
Jennifer     Joshua
By Megan Hix
@meganhix95
Illustration by Mel Westfall | Daily Texan Staff
By Elizabeth Hlavinka
@hlavinka_e
Illustration by Mel Westfall | Daily Texan Staff
By Nour Al Ghraowi
@thedailytexan
Illustration by Mel Westfall | Daily Texan Staff
By Katie Walsh
@katiehannawalsh
& Sophia     Abby&
Celiné     Alex&Agaate     Saba&
MARRIED page 5 COMING OUT page 5
LONG DISTANCE page 5ESTONIA page 5
Several inches of snow coated Austin’s roads, power lines were down and everyone stayed in bed, confined to their homes.But when Alex woke up, he threw on his snow gear and made the trek to the nearest 
wi-fi signal. 
“Good morning!” he began in an email to Celiné, his pen pal of three years, his long-distance 
girlfriend of seven, his future wife. 
When Celiné and Alex Felan were first introduced via email in 2003, it was all they had. The 
Pacific Ocean separated them, and international calling was simply too expensive.
A mutual friend facilitated their pen pal-ship, hoping the two would get along when Celiné, a 
Netherlands native, eventually visited her in Waco, Texas. But her hopes weren’t high, as she merely 
thought their correspondence would entertain Celiné for a day during her visit to an otherwise 
sleepy town.
Alex took her to a rock concert in Austin as a test to see how cool she could be. She 
passed. So when she went back to the Netherlands at the end of the month, their online 
correspondence continued. 
The emails turned into a flirtation, and two years later, they met again in Seattle, where Alex 
jokes that Celiné fell for him on the dance floor.  
Almost five thousand miles separated Saba Ahang from his future wife when he left Iran to pursue a degree in Estonia. He wasn’t looking for a relationship, but that changed once he met Agaate Antson. 
They were partnered up during a yoga class, and after Saba hurt his back, he posted the 
bad news on the group’s Facebook, hoping she would see it. She messaged him a few min-
utes later, and the two began a friendship that soon turned into a romantic relationship. 
“What I liked about her was that she was being herself, and that caught my eye,” 
Saba said.
After they started dating, Agaate couldn’t bring herself to tell her mother about her 
Iranian boyfriend, afraid she wouldn’t approve of their different backgrounds. In the end, 
her mother had other concerns about the relationship. 
“Her fear wasn’t his skin color or his culture; her fear was that I move away and go live 
off in another far country where she could not see me all the time,” Agaate said.
Neither of them ever focused on their differences until about a year later, when things 
started to get serious. 
“When I introduced Agaate to my family, my mom started bringing up questions 
I hadn’t thought about before, [like] what if I want to marry this girl, and whether I 
Jennifer Smith proposed five times before Joshua Hilliard came around to the idea of marriage. “He kept saying no — not like ‘No, I don’t want to marry you,’ but ‘No, I 
don’t want to get married,’” Jennifer said. “So I kept asking, and then [he] asked me.” 
Jennifer and Joshua met in 2007, when they worked at Kerbey Lane Cafe, becoming 
friends while Joshua was still in a long-term relationship. Soon enough, he was single 
again, and the pair’s relationship blossomed into a romance. 
About a year and a half later, they decided to take the natural next step — 
moving in.
Despite living together for four years, Joshua’s family was surprised to find out 
about their plans to get married. 
“I think we are perceived by our families as more counter-cultural than we actually 
are,” Joshua said. “We might have a reputation as bomb-throwing leftists or some-
thing nontraditional. But [after we told them], they were very welcoming.”
Jennifer and her sister soon found themselves sucked into the abundance of DIY 
wedding crafts on Pinterest, crafting a backdrop of more than 1,000 tiny, “painstak-
ingly handmade” origami butterflies for the altar where a mutual friend pronounced 
them husband and wife.  
While they said most of their relationship changed gradually, their new married 
They met in the campus library, pouring over the same stack of 50 children’s books they procrastinated reading for the semester. Finals ended and they went their separate ways, but when they returned to campus, Abby and Sophia immediately started dating — and 
two months later, it was time to meet the parents.
Sophia, who is bisexual, hadn’t had feelings for a girl until she met Abby in December of 2013. 
Initially, she was uncomfortable talking about her sexuality, performing any public display of affec-
tion or telling her family about Abby.
It took a couple of months for her to realize she didn’t have to justify her sexuality to anyone. 
“I’ve always prided myself on not caring what people think, and here I [was] not wanting to 
hold hands on the street for fear of being looked at,” Sophia said. “Now, I really don’t give a shit. If 
[people] want to stare and call us heathens, [they] can live the rest of [their] life thinking that and 
I’m going to be happy over here.”
On the way to the airport for a Valentine’s Day trip, Sophia told her mom for the first time that 
she was seeing someone. 
When she revealed her partner was a girl, her mom immediately started crying out of shock. 
But by the time they arrived at the airport, her tears had stopped and she was already eager to get 
to know Abby.
Two weeks later, Sophia told her father. Because he is from Iran, she thought he might retain the 
more traditional beliefs he grew up around. But when Sophia told him, he was only occupied by 
